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The City of  Fairfax rated the highest score of  all 134 counties and independent cities 
QV�>QZOQVQI�_PMV�Q\�KWUM[�\W�TWKI\QVO�IVL�][QVO�\PM�K]ZZMV\�Å[KIT�aMIZ�J]LOM\�NWZ�\PI\�
TWKITQ\a��IKKWZLQVO�\W�I�[]Z^Ma�KWVL]K\ML�Ja�\PM�>QZOQVQI�+WITQ\QWV�NWZ�7XMV�/W^MZVUMV\��
.IQZNI`�+Q\a�OIZVMZML�IV�)��ZI\QVO��_PQTM����W\PMZ�TWKITQ\QM[�ZMKMQ^ML�IV�)�WZ�)�"�*MLNWZL�
County, Caroline County, Dinwiddie County, Fairfax County, Fluvanna County, Franklin, 
.ZIVSTQV�+W]V\a��.ZMLMZQKS[J]ZO��0IVW^MZ�+W]V\a��2IUM[�+Q\a�+W]V\a��4IVKI[\MZ�+W]V\a��
Manassas, Northampton County, 
7ZIVOM�+W]V\a��;PMVIVLWIP�+W]V\a��
AWZS�+W]V\a�IVL�?IaVM[JWZW�

<_MV\a�[Q`�TWKITQ\M[�ZMKMQ^ML�I�
OZILM�WN �.��-TM^MV�WN �\PM[M�TWKITQ\QM[�
XW[\ML�XZWXW[ML�J]LOM\[�WZ�XZQWZ�aMIZ�
J]LOM\[�J]\�VW\�\PM�K]ZZMV\�WXMZI\�
QVO�J]LOM\��M^MV�\PW]OP�\PM�+WLM�WN �
Virginia urges localities to post their 
J]LOM\[�WVTQVM�Ja�\PM�[\IZ\�WN �MIKP��
VM_�Å[KIT�aMIZ��2]Ta�����<PW[M����_MZM�
Amherst County, Appomattox County, 
-[[M`�+W]V\a��/ZMMVM�+W]V\a��0MVZa�
+W]V\a��0WXM_MTT��4W]Q[I�+W]V\a��
Middlesex County, Nottoway County, 
8ZQVKM�-L_IZL�+W]V\a�IVL�;][[M`�
+W]V\a�

.QN\MMV�TWKITQ\QM[��UW[\�WN �_PQKP��J]\�KMZ\IQVTa�VW\�ITT��IZM�IUWVO�\PM�[UITTM[\�TWKIT�
Q\QM[�QV�\PM�[\I\M��PIL�VW�J]LOM\�LI\I�I^IQTIJTM�WV�\PMQZ�_MJ[Q\M["�+W^QVO\WV��-UXWZQI��
/ITI`��6WZ\WV��)TTMOPIVa�+W]V\a��*I\P�+W]V\a��*]KPIVIV�+W]V\a��+ZIQO�+W]V\a��/QTM[�
+W]V\a��/ZIa[WV�+W]V\a��/ZMMV[^QTTM�+W]V\a��0QOPTIVL�+W]V\a��4MM�+W]V\a��4]VMVJ]ZO�
+W]V\a�IVL�5MKSTMVJ]ZO�+W]V\a�

?MJ[Q\M[�_MZM�OZILML�WV�\PM�V]UJMZ�WN �UW][M�KTQKS[��WZ�PW^MZ[��Q\�\WWS�\W�OM\�\W�\PM�
J]LOM\��I[�_MTT�I[�_PI\�TIJMT[�\PW[M�TQVS[�PIL�ITWVO�\PM�_Ia��<PM�J]LOM\[�XW[\ML�_MZM�
OQ^MV�UWZM�WZ�TM[[�KZMLQ\�LMXMVLQVO�WV�_PM\PMZ�\PMa�_MZM�[MIZKPIJTM��XZW^QLML�KWV\M`\�WZ�
_MZM�ITT�QV�WVM�LWK]UMV\�

4IZOMZ�TWKITQ\QM[�LQL�VW\�IT_Ia[�ZI\M�_MTT��XMZPIX[�^QK\QU[�WN �\PMQZ�W_V�[]KKM[[��<PMQZ�
_MJ[Q\M[�_MZM�[W�[\WKSML�N]TT�WN �QVNWZUI\QWV�\PI\�I�][MZ�PI[�\W�_ILM�\PZW]OP�[M^MZIT�TIaMZ[�
WN �TQVS[�\W�OM\�\W�\PM�J]LOM\��IVL�[WUM\QUM[�WVKM�TWKI\ML��\PM�J]LOM\�_I[�WN �TQUQ\ML�][M�\W�
IVa�KQ\QbMV�_PW�_IV\ML�\W�LQO�LMMXMZ�QV\W�\PM�V]UJMZ[�

<PM�[]Z^Ma�\WWS�XTIKM�QV�7K\WJMZ��_Q\P�ZM[]T\[�]XLI\ML�IVL�IVITabML�QV�,MKMUJMZ��
<PM�[]Z^Ma�_I[�UILM�XW[[QJTM�Ja�I�OZIV\�NZWU�\PM�2WPV�;��IVL�2IUM[�4��3VQOP\�.W]VLI�
\QWV�IVL�\PM�6I\QWVIT�.ZMMLWU�WN �1VNWZUI\QWV�+WITQ\QWV��<PM�[]Z^Ma�_I[�KZMI\ML�_Q\P�\PM�
PMTX�WN �,Z��9]MV\QV�3QLL�WN �\PM�?I[WV�;KPWWT�NWZ�8]JTQK�8WTQKa�I\�+PZQ[\WXPMZ�6M_XWZ\�
=VQ^MZ[Q\a�IVL�>+7/�[]UUMZ�QV\MZV�8M\MZ�,IV[QM��K]ZZMV\Ta�I�[MKWVL�aMIZ�TI_�[\]LMV\�
I\�?QTTQIU���5IZa��;\]LMV\[�QV�,Z��3QLL¼[�XWTQ\QKIT�[KQMVKM�KTI[[�KWTTMK\ML�\PM�LI\I�

<PM�N]TT�ZMXWZ\�IVL�\PM�ZIVSQVO[�KIV�JM�NW]VL�WV�>+7/¼[�_MJ[Q\M�

'ER�]SY�½RH�]SYV�PSGEP�FYHKIX#
>+7/�[]Z^Ma�OZILM[�>QZOQVQI¼[�KW]V\QM[�IVL�QVLXMVLMV\�
KQ\QM[�WV�MI[M�WN �IKKM[[�\W�\PM�K]ZZMV\�Å[KIT�aMIZ�J]LOM\
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By MEGAN RHYNE
VCOG Executive Director

VCOG
&YPPIXMR�&SEVH

Craig Fifer, Deputy Commu�
nications Director for the City of  
)TM`IVLZQI��PI[�JMMV�MTMK\ML�\W�JM�
>+7/¼[�[Q`\P�XZM[QLMV\��0M�[]KKMML[�
,WZW\Pa�)JMZVI\Pa�WN �\PM�)[[WKQI\ML�
8ZM[[�I\�\PM�MVL�WN �PMZ�\_W�aMIZ�\MZU��
)�NWZUMZ��IVL�TWVO\QUM��UMUJMZ�WN �
\PM�.71)�+W]VKQT��.QNMZ�PI[�JMMV�I�
UMUJMZ�WN �\PM�>+7/�JWIZL�[QVKM�
�����IVL�Q\[�[MKZM\IZa�[QVKM����!�

,QKS�0IUUMZ[\ZWU�WN �\PM�Free 
Lance-Star and Paul Casalaspi of  the 
4QJZIZa�WN �>QZOQVQI�ZMUIQV�I[�^QKM�
president and treasurer, respectively, 
_PQTM�7TOI�0MZVIVLMb��XI[\�XZM[QLMV\�
WN �\PM�4MIO]M�WN �?WUMV�>W\MZ[��_QTT�
JM�\PM�VM`\�>+7/�[MKZM\IZa�

>+7/¼[�*WIZL�WN �,QZMK\WZ[�PI[�
undergone several changes over the 
XI[\�aMIZ��.W]VLQVO�LQZMK\WZ�2WPV�-L�
wards of  <PM�;UQ\PÅMTL�<QUM[ stepped 
down this year, as did Matt Paxton, of  
the 4M`QVO\WV�6M_[�/IbM\\M��JW\P�LM[QO�
VMM[�WN �\PM�>QZOQVQI�8ZM[[�)[[WKQI\QWV��
>8)�\PMV�VIUML�2MNN �4M[\MZ�WN �\PM�
+WITÅMTL�8ZWOZM[[�\W�\PM�JWIZL�

4]Ka�,ITOTQ[P��NWZUMZTa�WN �\PM�
Reporters Committee for Freedom 
WN �\PM�8ZM[[��TMN\�\PM�JWIZL�_PMV�[PM�
\WWS�\PM�RWJ�I[�LMIV�WN �\PM�RW]ZVITQ[U�
program at the University of  Mary�
TIVL��5IZS�+IZUIVQKI��:+.8¼[�.71�
LQZMK\WZ��ÅTTML�PMZ�[MI\�

?ITLW�2IY]Q\P�TMN\�\PM�JWIZL�\W�
\ISM�I�RWJ�I\�\PM�?PQ\M�0W][M�KZMI\QVO�
IV�M\PQK[�LI\IJI[M��IVL�KQ\QbMV�IK\Q^Q[\�
4MM�)TJZQOP\�[\MXXML�LW_V��[IaQVO�PM�
_I[�I�ÅZU�JMTQM^MZ�QV�\MZU�TQUQ\[�

:MKMV\Ta��>+7/�PI[�VIUML�
\W�Q\[�JWIZL�*WJ�/QJ[WV��LQZMK\WZ�WN �
\PM�;WZMV[MV�1V[\Q\]\M��IVL�,MT��2QU�
4M5]VaWV��:�+PIV\QTTa�

1N �aW]�IZM�QV\MZM[\ML�QV�JMQVO�I�
>+7/�JWIZL�UMUJMZ��XTMI[M�[]JUQ\�
your name and any relevant infor�
mation to Megan Rhyne, who will 
NWZ_IZL�Q\�\W�>+7/¼[�6WUQVI\QVO�
+WUUQ\\MM�

E����E����E

There was 
noth�

QVO�[XMKQIT�IJW]\�
<MZM[I�;]TTQ^IV¼[�
ÅZQVO�

Well, sure, 
_M¼ZM�\ITSQVO�IJW]\�
\PM�[\I\M¼[�ÆIO[PQX�
university, and she 

Q[�WVM�WN �\PM�[\I\M¼[�PQOPM[\�XIQL�MUXTWaMM[��
IVL�[PM�PWTL[�WVM�WN �\PM�UW[\�KW^M\ML�RWJ[�
QV�)UMZQKIV�IKILMUQI�

*]\�NWZ�ITT�\PI\��QV�\PM�MaM[�WN �\PM�
.ZMMLWU�WN �1VNWZUI\QWV�)K\¼[�UMM\QVO�
XZW^Q[QWV[��8ZM[QLMV\�;]TTQ^IV�_I[�VW�LQN�
NMZMV\�NZWU�*WJ�\PM�KQ\a�XIZSQVO�I\\MVLIV\��
)VL�\PM�*WIZL�WN �>Q[Q\WZ[��*7>��I\�5Z��
2MNNMZ[WV¼[�=VQ^MZ[Q\a�_I[�VW�LQNNMZMV\�NZWU�
the Town of  Podunk or any other local gov�
MZVUMV\��ZMOQWVIT�I]\PWZQ\a�WZ�[\I\M�JWIZL�
_PMV�Q\�NWZKML�PMZ�ZM[QOVI\QWV�

4QSM�ITT�X]JTQK�JWLQM[��\PM�*7>�Q[�
ZMY]QZML�\W�OQ^M�\PZMM�_WZSQVO�LIa[�VW\QKM�
WN �ZMO]TIZTa�[KPML]TML�UMM\QVO[��4QSM�ITT�
X]JTQK�JWLQM[��\PM�*7>�Q[�ZMY]QZML�\W�OQ^M�
¹VW\QKM�ZMI[WVIJTM�]VLMZ�\PM�KQZK]U[\IVK�
es” when calling a “special or emergency 
UMM\QVO�º�IVL�\PI\�VW\QKM�U][\�JM�OQ^MV�\W�
\PM�X]JTQK�I\�\PM�[IUM�\QUM�\PM�UMUJMZ[�WN �
\PM�JWIZL�OM\�Q\�

4QSM�ITT�X]JTQK�JWLQM[��\PM�*7>�UIa�
OW�QV\W�KTW[ML�[M[[QWV�\W�\ITS�IJW]\�WVM�WN �
\PM�\WXQK[�MV]UMZI\ML�QV�[MK\QWV����������
WN �>QZOQVQI¼[�.71)��<PM�*7>�U][\�ÅZ[\�
KWV^MVM�QV�IV�WXMV�X]JTQK�UMM\QVO�JMNWZM�Q\�
^W\M[�Ja�UW\QWV�\W�OW�QV\W�KTW[ML�[M[[QWV�

There are three exemptions that apply 
WVTa�\W�\PM�*7>�IVL�I�NM_�[MTMK\�MV\Q\QM[��
IVL�VW\�\W�WZLQVIZa�X]JTQK�JWLQM[��*]\�
UW[\Ta��\PM�*7>�PI[�\PM�[IUM�M`MUX\QWV[�
I\�Q\[�LQ[XW[IT�I[�I�[UITT�\W_V�KW]VKQT��
7VM�WN �\PW[M�M`MUX\QWV[�Q[�\PM�XMZ[WVVMT�
M`MUX\QWV��_PMZM�JWIZL[�KIV�\ITS�IJW]\�\PM�
“assignment, appointment, promotion, per�
formance, demotion, salaries, disciplining, 
WZ�ZM[QOVI\QWV�WN º�X]JTQK�MUXTWaMM[�

1N �Q\¼[�VW\�\PM�UW[\ common exemption 
QV^WSML�Ja�ITT�X]JTQK�JWLQM[��Q\�PI[�\W�JM�QV�
\PM�\WX�\PZMM��I\\WZVMa�KTQMV\�IVL�[\]LMV\�
LQ[K][[QWV�JMQVO�\PM�W\PMZ[��

What was going on in Charlottesville in 
2]VM�_I[�QV�UIVa�_Ia[�VW\�[W�LQNNMZMV\�NZWU�
_PI\�_M�[MM�ITT�W^MZ�\PM�[\I\M"�X]JTQK�JWLQM[�
WZKPM[\ZI\QVO�\PM�ZMUW^IT�WN �I�PQOP�TM^MT�
MUXTWaMM��1\�UIa�\PM�\W_V�UIVIOMZ��\PM�KQ\a�
attorney, the school superintendent or the 
]VQ^MZ[Q\a�XZM[QLMV\�

Time and again, we see these maneu�
^MZ[�WZKPM[\ZI\ML�Ja�R][\�I�NM_�UMUJMZ[�WN �
I�TIZOMZ�JWIZL�\ISQVO�IL^IV\IOM�WN �\PM�OIX[�
IVL�[XIKM[�QV�.71)�

)VaWVM�ZMUMUJMZ�/TW]KM[\MZ�+W]V\a�
KQZKI�����'�)N\MZ�\PM�6W^MUJMZ�MTMK\QWV[�
\PI\�aMIZ��J]\�JMNWZM�VM_Ta�MTMK\ML�UMUJMZ[�
PIL�JMMV�[_WZV�QV��\PZMM�[Q\\QVO�UMUJMZ[�
IVL�\_W�MTMK\ML�UMUJMZ[�UM\�IVL�\ITSML�
\_W�Ja�\_W��I[�Q[�ITTW_ML�Ja�.71)�\W�XTIV�
\PM�ZMUW^IT�WN �JW\P�\PM�KW]V\a�ILUQVQ[�
\ZI\WZ�IVL�\PM�KW]V\a�I\\WZVMa��)VL�\PI\¼[�
_PI\�\PMa�LQL�I\�\PMQZ�ÅZ[\�WNÅKQIT�UMM\QVO��
literally at the midnight hour, after a long 
KTW[ML�[M[[QWV��<PM�W\PMZ�UMUJMZ[�WN �\PM�
JWIZL��VW\�\W�UMV\QWV�\PM�ILUQVQ[\ZI\WZ��
I\\WZVMa�IVL�X]JTQK�_MZM�[\]VVML�

)�NIQTML�KW]Z\�IK\QWV�KWVÅZUML�\PI\�
_PI\�\PMa¼L�LWVM�_I[�\MKPVQKITTa�73�]VLMZ�
.71)��IVL�\PM�[]XMZ^Q[WZ[�_MZM�^MZa�X]JTQK�
QV�XZWKTIQUQVO�\PMQZ�^QVLQKI\QWV��<PMa�
QV[Q[\ML�\PM�JTW_JIKS�NZWU�\PM�KWUU]VQ\a�
_I[�ITT�XWTQ\QKIT��;WUM�WN �Q\�KW]TL�PI^M�
JMMV��VW�LW]J\��J]\�\PM�[]XMZ^Q[WZ[�VM^MZ�
[MMUML�\W�OM\�\PI\�\PM�X]JTQK�_I[�IVOZa�W^MZ�
\PM�[MKZMKa�IVL�UIVQX]TI\QWV�

And where are those supervisors now? 
The leader was trounced in her reelection 
JQL��IVL�\PM�ZMUIQVQVO�NW]Z�LQL�VW\�[MMS�
ZMMTMK\QWV�_PMV�\PMQZ�\MZU[�M`XQZML�

1\¼[�VW\�NWZ�UM�\W�[Ia�_PM\PMZ�*7>�
:MK\WZ��0MTMV�,ZIOI[��[PW]TL�WZ�[PW]TL�VW\�
PI^M�JMMV�ZMIXXWQV\ML��*]\�Q\�Q[�NWZ�UM�\W�
say that she and other associated with this 
and similar decisions should not underesti�
UI\M�\PM�X]JTQK¼[�NZ][\ZI\QWV��<PMa�[PW]TL�
VW\�I[[]UM�\PI\�XMWXTM�_MZM�IVOZa�JMKI][M�
\PMa�[]XXWZ\ML�;]TTQ^IV�WZ�LQ[IOZMML�_Q\P�
,ZIOI[¼�XPQTW[WXPa�WN �PQOPMZ�ML]KI\QWV��
;WUM�UIa�PI^M�JMMV��J]\�KMZ\IQVTa�VW\�ITT��
<PM�X]JTQK�LQLV¼\�TQSM�NMMTQVO�I[�QN �\PMa¼L�
JMMV�PWWL_QVSML�

;W��_PM\PMZ�Q\¼[�\PM�<W_V�WN �8WL]VS��
/TW]KM[\MZ�+W]V\a�WZ�\PM�=>I�*WIZL�WN �
>Q[Q\WZ[��\PMZM�Q[�I�L]\a�\W�\PM�X]JTQK�\W�JM�
NWZ\PZQOP\�

Compliance with the letter of  the law 
is not something to aspire to, it is something 
\W�M`KMML�

*3-%��JVSQ
9:%�XS�4SHYRO
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Nearly 60 people gathered at the 
old Craddock Terry shoe factory 

QV�4aVKPJ]ZO�\W�\ITS�IJW]\�WXMV�OW^�
ernment news of  the day, including such 
PW\�J]\\WV�K]ZZMV\�Q[[]M[�TQSM�\PM�QV[�IVL�
W]\[�WN �\PM�=>I�*7>�TMILMZ[PQX�KZQ[Q[�W^MZ�
the summer and the use of  sectarian prayer 
I\�X]JTQK�UMM\QVO[�

During the 
panel on UVa, 
IK\Q^Q[\�2WIV�.MV\WV�
said she got involved 
QV�XIZ\�JMKI][M�
she realized that 
she could help 
without personal 
ZQ[S��<PI\�Q[��[PM�
_I[V¼\�I�[\]LMV\��XZWNM[[WZ�WZ�IVaWVM�MT[M�
who could suffer reprisals for speaking out 
IOIQV[\�\PM�*WIZL�WN �>Q[Q\WZ[��8ZWNM[[WZ�
?IT\MZ�0MQVMKSM��_PW�VW_�\MIKPM[�I�KW]Z[M�
on the incident at UVa, speculated that 
JMKI][M�*7>�UMUJMZ[�PIQT�NZWU�J][QVM[[�
JIKSOZW]VL[��UIVa�IZMV¼\�_MTT�^MZ[ML�QV�\PM�
ZMY]QZMUMV\[�WN �X]JTQK�UMM\QVO[�TI_[��The 
+I^ITQMZ�,IQTa¼[�5I\\�+IUMZWV�[IQL�\PM�XIXMZ�
PM�MLQ\[�_I[�IJTM�\W�UWJQTQbM�Y]QKSTa��M^MV�
\PW]OP�\PM�[\INN �_I[�WV�[]UUMZ�JZMIS��IVL�
Ja�SMMXQVO�\PMQZ�.71)�ZMY]M[\[�VIZZW_ML��
\PMa�_MZM�IJTM�\W�OM\�LWK]UMV\[�Y]QKSTa�

:WOMZ�+PZQ[\UIV��\PM�XWQV\�XMZ[WV�NWZ�
\PM�4QJZIZa�WN �>QZOQVQI¼[�XZWRMK\�\W�IZKPQ^M�
\PM�3IQVM�ILUQVQ[\ZI\QWV¼[�MUIQT��OI^M�IV�

update on the task, which has taken far 
TWVOMZ�\PIV�IVaWVM�QUIOQVML��0M�[PIZML�
samples of  many of  the messages and 

noted that while poring over the hundreds 
of  thousands of  messages, he is constantly 
reminded that the people writing them are 
P]UIV��VW\�R][\�KIZQKI\]ZM[�WN �XWTQ\QKQIV[�

)\�T]VKP��>+7/�ZMKWOVQbML�Q\[�
IVV]IT�.71��WXMV�OW^MZVUMV\�I_IZL�
_QVVMZ[��1V�\PM�OW^MZVUMV\�KI\MOWZa��;MV��

0IZZa�*TM^QV[��:�+PM[IXMISM��
was recognized for his efforts in 
JZWSMZQVO�I�LMIT�_Q\P�\PM�,M�
XIZ\UMV\�WN �0MIT\P�IVL�0]UIV�
;MZ^QKM[�\PI\�_QTT�
place many of  the 
+WUUWV_MIT\P¼[�
vital records in 
[MIZKPIJTM�QVLM`M[�
I\�\PM�4QJZIZa�WN �

>QZOQVQI��<PM�LMIT�IT[W�
allows for a contract with a 
third party, such as Ances�
\Za�KWU��\PI\�_QTT�KZMI\M�IV�
index of  records that will 
JM�I^IQTIJTM�NZMM�WN �KPIZOM��
[]XXTMUMV\ML�Ja�[]J[KZQX�
\QWV�JI[ML�TQVS[�\W�KWXQM[�
WN �\PM�IK\]IT�ZMKWZL[�

>MZVWV�3MTTMa�
IKKMX\ML�\PM�4I]ZMVKM�
-��:QKPIZL[WV�KQ\QbMV¼[�
award for open govern�
UMV\�WV�JMPITN �WN �\PM�+WVKMZVML�+Q\QbMV[�
WN �/QTM[�+W]V\a��<PM�OZW]X�[]ML�\PM�<W_V�
WN �/TMV�4aV�_PMV�Q\�NW]VL�W]\�\PM�\W_V�

had withheld a lease they 
ZMY]M[\ML�[M^MZIT�aMIZ[�
XZQWZ��<PM�LQ[\ZQK\�R]LOM�
QUXW[ML�ÅVM[�]VLMZ�
.71)��\PW]OP�\PM�Z]TQVO�
IVL�\PM�ÅVM[�IZM�JMQVO�
IXXMITML�

<PM�+I^ITQMZ�,IQTa 
was recognized in the 
media category for its 
coverage of  and use of  
.71)�L]ZQVO�\PM�=>I�
TMILMZ[PQX�KZQ[Q[��<PM�
paper was instrumental 
in informing the larger 
[KPWWT�KWUU]VQ\a�IJW]\�
what was happening, 
even though the paper 

_I[�[P]\\MZML�L]ZQVO�\PM�[]UUMZ�JZMIS��
National Freedon of  Information 

+WITQ\QWV�-`MK]\Q^M�,QZMK\WZ�3MVVM\P�*]V�

ting gave the keynote address in which he 
\W]\ML�\PM�VI\QWVIT�WZOIVQbI\QWV¼[�TQ\QOI\QWV�
ZMQUJ]Z[MUMV\�N]VL�IVL�M`XTIQVML�PW_�
sometimes litigation is the only way to move 
\PM�QLMIT[�WN �WXMV�OW^MZVUMV\�NWZ_IZL�

)�ZW]VL\IJTM�LQ[K][[QWV�WV�.71)�
litigation against localities followed, with 
a newspaper editor, local government 
I\\WZVMa��.71)�WUJ]L[UIV��KQ\a�UIVIOMZ�
IVL�KQ\QbMV�IK\Q^Q[\�[PIZQVO�_IZ�[\WZQM[��2WM�
;\QVVM\\��NZWU�4aVKPJ]ZO¼[�6M_[���)L^IVKM, 

IVL�4aVKPJ]ZO�+Q\a�5IVIOMZ�3QUJITT�
Payne were collegial, which they noted is 
VW\�IT_Ia[�\PM�KI[M�QV�I�TWKITQ\a��8IaVM�IT[W�
VW\ML�\PI\��NWZ�JM\\MZ�WZ�_WZ[M��[WUM\QUM[�
I�.71)�ZMY]M[\�Q[�XMZKMQ^ML�I[�PW[\QTM��
Instead, he urged people to just talk to him 
IVL�I[S�PQU�Y]M[\QWV[�

The day wrapped up with review of  
what the state and federal courts covering 
>QZOQVQI�PI^M�\W�[Ia�IJW]\�[MK\IZQIV�XZIaMZ�
L]ZQVO�X]JTQK�UMM\QVO[��?I[PQVO\WV���4MM�
TI_�XZWNM[[WZ�)VV�5I[[QM�KQ\ML�I��\P�=�;��
Circuit Court of  Appeals case that makes it 
KTMIZ�\PI\�XZIaQVO�WV�JMPITN �WN �I�XIZ\QK]TIZ�
ZMTQOQWV�^QWTI\M[�\PM�-[\IJTQ[PUMV\�+TI][M�
WN �\PM�.QZ[\�)UMVLUMV\��;PM�Y]M[\QWVML�
_PM\PMZ�\PM�VM_�XWTQKa�WN �VWV�[MK\IZQIV�
XZIaMZ�ILWX\ML�Ja�:WIVWSM�+W]V\a�_W]TL�
[]Z^Q^M�TMOIT�ZM^QM_��J]\�IT[W�VW\ML�\PI\�I�
moment of  silence would likely withstand a 
KPITTMVOM�

>+7/¼[�IVV]IT�KWVNMZMVKM�ZIQ[ML�W^MZ�
�������IVL�_I[�[]XXWZ\ML�Ja�UWZM�\PIV�
\PZMM�LWbMV�[XWV[WZ[�

ccessA2012

:'3+�ERRYEP�GSRJIVIRGI�JIEXYVIW�LSX�FYXXSR�MWWYIW

Matt Cameron, editor of The Cavalier Daily, UVa’s student newspaper, accepts VCOG’s 2012 FOI 
award for media from VCOG president Dorothy Abernathy.

Kenneth Bunting, executive director for the National Freedom of Information Coalition, 
speaks to conference attendees during lunch at VCOG’s conference at the Craddock Terry 
Hotel in Lynchburg about why it’s important to push for access to public records.
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;LEX´W�GSQMRK�YT�MR�XLI
�����+IRIVEP�%WWIQFP]#

NM_�JQTT[�IZM�JMQVO�ILLML�\W�\PM�
/MVMZIT�)[[MUJTa¼[�_MJ[Q\M�M^MZa�

LIa��J]\�\PM�P]OM�UIRWZQ\a�WN �\PMU�_WV¼\�
JM�XW[\ML�]V\QT�VM`\�_MMS�I\�\PM�MIZTQM[\��;W�
NIZ��WVTa�I�PIVLN]T�WN �JQTT[�INNMK\QVO�.71)�
PI[�JMMV�QV\ZWL]KML��;* ���_W]TL�ITTW_�
\_W�UMUJMZ[�WN �TWKIT�MTMK\WZIT�JWIZL�\W�
telephone each other to schedule meetings 
_Q\PW]\�\ZQOOMZQVO�.71)¼[�UMM\QVO�XZW^Q�
[QWV[��<PM�JQTT�IXXMIZ[�IQUML�I\�IV�WXQVQWV�
WN �\PM�I\\WZVMa�OMVMZIT�\PI\�KWVÅZUML�
.71)¼[�IXXTQKI\QWV�\W�ITT�KWV^MZ[I\QWV[�JM�
\_MMV�IVa�\_W�WN �\PM�\PZMM�UMUJMZ[�WN �\PM�
MTMK\WZIT�JWIZL�QV�/WWKPTIVL�+W]V\a�

0*�����_W]TL�KPIVOM�\PM�XZM[]UX�
tion for disclosing certain park and recre�
I\QWV�ZMKWZL[�WN �UQVWZ[��+]ZZMV\�TI_�[Ia[�
they are open unless a parent opts out from 
LQ[KT[W]ZM��<PM�JQTT�Ja�,MT��:WVITL�>QTTIV�
]M^I��:�>QZOQVQI�*MIKP��_W]TL�KPIVOM�Q\�[W�
that the records are exempt unless a parent 
PI[�WX\ML�QV�\W�LQ[KTW[]ZM�

)[�M`XMK\ML��JQTT[�\W�ZMUW^M�X]JTQK�VW�
tices from newspapers are steadily trickling 
QV��+WUXIVQWV�JQTT[�0*�����IVL�;*����
would allow the Towns of  Damascus and 
/TILM�;XZQVO�\W�X]JTQ[P�X]JTQK�VW\QKM[�WV�
\PM�\W_V[¼�_MJ[Q\M[�WZ�WV�\MTM^Q[QWV�QV[\MIL�
WN �\PM�VM_[XIXMZ���+]ZZMV\Ta�VMQ\PMZ�\W_V�
PI[�X]JTQK�VW\QKM[�XZWUQVMV\Ta�LQ[XTIaML�WV�
Q\[�[Q\M��M^MV�\PW]OP�X]\\QVO�X]JTQK�VW\QKM[�
WVTQVM�Q[�ITTW_IJTM�]VLMZ�K]ZZMV\�TI_��

0*�����_W]TL�ITTW_�TWKITQ\QM[�WN �UWZM�
\PIV��������XMWXTM�\W�][M�_MJ[Q\M[��ZILQW�
or television instead of  newspapers, while 
0*��� �_W]TL�ITTW_�NWZ�_MJ[Q\M�X]JTQKI\QWV�
QV�TQM]�WN �VM_[XIXMZ[�NWZ�ITT�TWKITQ\QM[��<PM�
OW^MZVWZ¼[�4WKIT�/W^MZVUMV\�5IVLI\M�:M�
view Task Force is also expected to put forth 
JQTT[�MTQUQVI\QVO�\PM�VM_[XIXMZ�ZMY]QZMUMV\�

>+7/�WXXW[M[�\PM[M�XZWXW[IT[�WV�
X]JTQK�IKKM[[�OZW]VL[��;PW]TL�VM_[XIXMZ�
VW\QKM�JM�MTQUQVI\ML��\PM�MTLMZTa��XWWZ�
IVL�\PW[M�QV\QUQLI\ML�Ja�VM_�\MKPVWTW�
Oa�_W]TL�JM�IL^MZ[MTa�INNMK\ML��)VL��I[�
>+7/¼[�¹0W_�5IVa�+TQKS['º�[]Z^Ma�PI[�
LMUWV[\ZI\ML��TWKIT�_MJ[Q\M[�PI^M�TQ\\TM�QV�
the way of  consistency from jurisdiction 
\W�R]ZQ[LQK\QWV��?PQTM�X]JTQKI\QWV�WVTQVM�
[PW]TL�JM�MVKW]ZIOML��Q\�[PW]TL�VW\�[MZ^M�
I[�I�[]J[\Q\]\M�NWZ�VW\QKM�QV�_PI\�PI[�NWZ�

Yeah,
   we’re 
pretty
 social

LMKILM[�JMMV�\PM�\ZILQ\QWVIT�NWZ]U�NWZ�
X]JTQK�VW\QKM[�

1V�XI[\�aMIZ[��\PMZM�PI^M�JMMV�JQTT[�
to close off  access to concealed handgun 
XMZUQ\[��+08[��IVL�>+7/�PI[�VW�ZMI[WV�
\W�\PQVS�\PQ[�aMIZ�_QTT�JM�LQNNMZMV\��M[XMKQITTa�
after a newspaper in New York ran not only 
I�TQ[\�WN �TWKIT�XMZUQ\�PWTLMZ[��J]\�IT[W�I�UIX�
XQVXWQV\QVO�_PMZM�\PMa�TQ^ML��+08[�IZM�K]Z�
ZMV\Ta�I^IQTIJTM�I\�TWKIT�KW]Z\PW][M[��\PW]OP�
IKKM[[�\W�I�KMV\ZITQbML�LI\IJI[M�WN �+08[�PI[�
JMMV�WNN �TQUQ\[�\W�\PM�X]JTQK�NWZ�[M^MZIT�aMIZ[�

<PM�.71)�+W]VKQT�_QTT�JM�ZMKWU�
mending two pieces of  legislation, each 
PI^QVO�\W�LW�_Q\P�_PMV�IVL�PW_�X]JTQK�
JWLQM[�KIV�PWTL�MTMK\ZWVQK�UMM\QVO[��7VM�
JQTT�_W]TL�OQ^M�UMUJMZ[�WN �IVa�[\I\M��
ZMOQWVIT�IVL�TWKIT�X]JTQK�JWLQM[�I�¹XMZ�
sonal matters” excuse for participating via 
MTMK\ZWVQK�UMIV[��\PW]OP�\PMZM�_W]TL�JM�
I�\_W�XMZ�aMIZ�TQUQ\��)VW\PMZ�_W]TL�ITTW_�
certain committees of  state agencies to meet 
MTMK\ZWVQKITTa�_Q\PW]\�I�Y]WZ]U�QV�WVM�
location, provided they use audio and visual 
technology and provided that a central 
TWKI\QWV�NWZ�X]JTQK�XIZ\QKQXI\QWV�Q[�LM[QOVI\�
ML��<PM�XZWXW[IT�_QTT�PI^M�I�WVM�aMIZ�[]V[M\�
KTI][M�I\\IKPML�\W�Q\��<PM�+W]VKQT�ZMRMK\ML�
JW\P�I�\_W�aMIZ�[]V[M\�IVL�I�XZWXW[IT�Ja�
the Virginia Press Association to create a pi�
lot program limited to a select few agencies 
LM[QOVI\ML�Ja�\PM�OW^MZVWZ�

>+7/�_QTT�JM�\ZIKSQVO�IKKM[[�ZMTI\ML�
legislation with the help of  Christopher 
6M_XWZ\�=VQ^MZ[Q\a�[\]LMV\�3MTTQ�5WV\�
OWUMZa��)VL��I[�IT_Ia[��>+7/�_QTT�JM�
TWJJaQVO�NWZ�IVL�IOIQV[\�JQTT[�

8TMI[M�TM\�][�SVW_�WN �aW]Z�I^IQTIJQTQ\a�
to testify at committee meetings and/or to 
write or call your legislators to voice your 
WXQVQWV�IJW]\�XMVLQVO�TMOQ[TI\QWV��A7=:�
>71+-�5)<<-:;		

Facebook, Google+: Virginia Coalition for Open Government; Twitter: @opengovva; LinkedIn: Megan Rhyne
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Can a state tell citizens of  every 
other state in the union that they 

cannot have access to its state and local 
OW^MZVUMV\�X]JTQK�ZMKWZL['

<PI\�Q[�\PM�Y]M[\QWV�VW_�JMNWZM�
\PM�=�;��;]XZMUM�+W]Z\�QV�I�KI[M�KITTML�
5K*]ZVMa� �̂�AW]VO, which originated in 
>QZOQVQI��QV\MZXZM\QVO�>QZOQVQI¼[�.ZMMLWU�WN �
1VNWZUI\QWV�)K\�

Virginia is only one of  a small 
V]UJMZ�WN �[\I\M[�VI\QWV_QLM�\PI\�[Ia[�Q\[�
WXMV�ZMKWZL[�TI_�Q[�NWZ�][M�WVTa�Ja�Q\[�W_V�
KQ\QbMV[��1V�W\PMZ�_WZL[��KQ\QbMV[�QV�JWZLMZ�
\W_V[�TQSM�*ZQ[\WT��<MVV���WZ�JWZLMZ�[\I\M[�
TQSM�6WZ\P�+IZWTQVI��3MV\]KSa�WZ�5IZa�
TIVL��KIV�JM�ZMN][ML�ZMKWZL[�ZMY]M[\ML�
]VLMZ�.71)�Ja�>QZOQVQI�[\I\M�IVL�TWKIT�
OW^MZVUMV\[�JMKI][M�\PMa�IZM�VW\�>QZOQVQI�
KQ\QbMV[�

)�[QUQTIZ�ZM[\ZQK\QWV�QV�,MTI_IZM¼[�
X]JTQK�ZMKWZL[�IK\�_I[�[\Z]KS�LW_V�QV������
Ja�\PM��ZL�=�;��+QZK]Q\�+W]Z\�WN �)XXMIT[��
JI[ML�QV�8PQTILMTXPQI��WV�\PM�OZW]VL�\PI\�Q\�
was unconstitutional under the Privileges & 
1UU]VQ\QM[�+TI][M�

The 4th Circuit, which is the federal 
appellate court covering Virginia, reached 
a different conclusion, however, in 2012, on 

[TQOP\Ta�LQNNMZMV\�OZW]VL[��<PM��\P�+QZK]Q\�
determined that the restriction did not 
]VL]Ta�J]ZLMV�\PM�XTIQV\QNN[¼�ZQOP\�\W�
pursue a common calling under the 
Privileges & Immunities and the 
,WZUIV\�+WUUMZKM�+TI][M[�

7VM�WN �\PM�\_W�XTIQV\QNN[�QV�
\PM�KI[M�Q[�5IZS�5K*]ZVMa��I�
Rhode Island father who was 
LMVQML�IKKM[[�Ja�\PM�[\I\M¼[�
,Q^Q[QWV�WN �+PQTL�;]XXWZ\�
-VNWZKMUMV\�\W�ZMKWZL[�ZMTI\ML�
to a child support dispute 
_Q\P�PQ[�>QZOQVQI�JI[ML�M`�
_QNM���)�[MXIZI\M�[\I\]\M�[Ia[�
XIZMV\[�TQSM�5K*]ZVMa�IZM�
entitled to such records, 
J]\�\PM�KI[M�[\IZ\ML�W]\�I[�
I�.71)�ZMY]M[\��

The other plaintiff  is 
:WOMZ�0]TJMZ\��I�+ITQNWVQI�QVNWZ�
UI\QWV�JZWSMZ�_PW�][M[�.71)�\W�WJ\IQV�ZMIT�
property assessments, who was denied ac�
KM[[�\W�ZMKWZL[�Ja�0MVZQKW�+W]V\a�JMKI][M�
PM�_I[�VW\�I�>QZOQVQI�ZM[QLMV\��<PM�KW]V\a�
TI\MZ�LQL�XZW^QLM�\PM�ZMKWZL[�PM�[W]OP\�

<PM�=�;��;]XZMUM�+W]Z\�IOZMML�QV�
7K\WJMZ�\PI\�Q\�_W]TL�PMIZ�\PM�KI[M��XZM�

[]UIJTa�\W�ZM[WT^M�\PM�LQNNMZMVKM[�JM\_MMV�
\PM��ZL�IVL��\P�+QZK]Q\�KI[M[�

>+7/�RWQVML�_Q\P�
several other 

state and national 
IKKM[[�IL^WKIKa�OZW]X[�QV�ÅTQVO�I�NZQMVL�
WN �\PM�KW]Z\�JZQMN��]ZOQVO�\PM�PQOP�KW]Z\�\W�
[\ZQSM�LW_V�\PM�TQUQ\I\QWV��<PW[M�RWQVQVO�
\PM�JZQMN��_PQKP�_I[�ÅTML�QV�MIZTa�2IV]IZa��
QVKT]LM�\PM�)+4=��\PM�)+4=�WN �>QZOQVQI��
\PM�)UMZQKIV�4QJZIZa�)[[WKQI\QWV��+Q\QbMV[�
NWZ�:M[XWV[QJQTQ\a�IVL�-\PQK[�QV�?I[PQVO�
ton, the Center for Media and Democracy, 
\PM�-TMK\ZWVQK�.ZWV\QMZ�.W]VLI\QWV��\PM�
-TMK\ZWVQK�8ZQ^IKa�1VNWZUI\QWV�+MV\MZ��\PM�
National Freedom of  Information Coali�
\QWV��7XMV<PM/W^MZVUMV\�WZO��\PM�8ZWRMK\�
WV�/W^MZVUMV\�7^MZ[QOP\��\PM�;]VTQOP\�
Foundation, the Tennessee Coalition for 
7XMV�/W^MZVUMV\�IVL�\PM�?I[PQVO\WV�
+WITQ\QWV�NWZ�7XMV�/W^MZVUMV\�

A coalition of  journalists and media 
QV\MZM[\[�ÅTML�I�JZQMN �IT[W�I[SQVO�\PM�KW]Z\�\W�
strike the provision, as did a group of  data 
IVL�QVNWZUI\QWV�JZWSMZ[�

2]LQKQIT�?I\KP�IVL�)TTQML�-L]KI\QWVIT�
.W]VLI\QWV�ÅTML�I�JZQMN �I\�\PM�[\IOM�_PMV�
\PM�;]XZMUM�+W]Z\�_I[�JMQVO�I[SML�\W�\ISM�
\PM�KI[M�

<PW]OP�VW�IUQKQ�JZQMN[�_MZM�ÅTML�WV�
\PM�[\I\M¼[�JMPITN �_PMV�\PM�;]XZMUM�+W]Z\�
_I[�JMQVO�I[SML�\W�\ISM�\PM�KI[M��Q\�_I[�
]VKTMIZ�I\�XZM[[�\QUM�_PM\PMZ�IVa�_W]TL�JM�
ÅTML�XZQWZ�\W�WZIT�IZO]UMV\[�WV�.MJ������)�
LMKQ[QWV�Q[�M`XMK\ML�Ja�\PM�MVL�WN �2]VM�

The Virginia Freedom of  Information Advisory Council issued seven formal 
WXQVQWV[�L]ZQVO�������)T[W�\PQ[�aMIZ��\PM�KW]VKQT�MTMK\ML�;MV��:QKPIZL�;\]IZ\��:�5WV�
\ZW[[��I[�KPIQZ�IVL�,MT��;IT�1IY]QV\W��:�>QZOQVQI�*MIKP��I[�^QKM�KPIQZ��4WVO\QUM�KW]VKQT�
UMUJMZ��IVL�K]ZZMV\�>+7/�XZM[QLMV\��+ZIQO�.QNMZ�[\MXXML�LW_V�NZWU�\PM�KW]VKQT�QV�
2]Ta�IN\MZ�[MZ^QVO�\PM�[\I\]WZa�UI`QU]U�WN �\_W�KWV[MK]\Q^M�\MZU[�

AO-01-12:�!���ZMKWZL[�IZM�X]JTQK�ZMKWZL[��?PM\PMZ�IVa�M`MUX\QWV[�IXXTa�\W�
!���ZMKWZL[�U][\�JM�LM\MZUQVML�WV�I�KI[M�Ja�KI[M�JI[Q[�

AO-02-12:�?PMV�ZM[XWVLQVO�\W�I�.71)�ZMY]M[\��\PM�OW^MZVUMV\�U][\�XZW^QLM�
ZMKWZL[�Q\�XZMXIZM[��W_V[�WZ�Q[�QV�XW[[M[[QWV�WN��J]\�VW�ILLQ\QWVIT�ZM[XWV[M�Q[�ZMY]QZML�

AO-03-12:�)�X]JTQK�WNÅKQIT�KIVVW\�KPIZOM�PQ[�ZI\M�WN �[ITIZa�NWZ�PQ[�XZQ^I\M�MU�
XTWaUMV\�_PMV�ZM[XWVLQVO�\W�ZMY]M[\[�NWZ�X]JTQK�ZMKWZL[�

AO-04-12: )�\MTMXPWVM�JQTTQVO�ZMKWZL�XIQL�NWZ�Ja�I�X]JTQK�WNÅKQIT�QV�PQ[�XMZ[WVIT�
KIXIKQ\a�IVL�\PI\�_I[�VW\�XZMXIZML�NWZ�WZ�][ML�QV�\PM�\ZIV[IK\QWV�WN �X]JTQK�J][QVM[[�Q[�
VW\�I�X]JTQK�ZMKWZL�

AO-05-12:�)OMVLI�XIKSM\[�U][\�JM�UILM�I^IQTIJTM�NWZ�X]JTQK�QV[XMK\QWV�I\�\PM�
[IUM�\QUM�\PMa�IZM�OQ^MV�\W�UMUJMZ[�WN �\PM�X]JTQK�JWLa�

AO-06-12:�)�U]O�[PW\�KIVVW\�JM�_Q\PPMTL�I[�I�VWVKZQUQVIT�QVKQLMV\�ZMKWZL��
J]\�Q\�UIa�JM�_Q\PPMTL�QN �Q\[�ZMTMI[M�_W]TL�RMWXIZLQbM�I�NMTWVa�QV^M[\QOI\QWV��.]Z\PMZ��Q\�
UIa�IT[W�JM�_Q\PPMTL�QN �\PM�[]JRMK\�WN �\PM�XPW\W�Q[�IT[W�I�_Q\VM[[�

AO-07-12:�<PM�+ZWWSML�:WIL��I�U][QKIT�PMZQ\IOM�VWVXZWÅ\�QV�;W]\P_M[\�
>QZOQVQI��Q[�[]JRMK\�\W�.71)�I[�IV�QV[\Z]UMV\ITQ\a�WN �\PM�;W]\P_M[\�>QZOQVQI�+]T\]ZIT�
0MZQ\IOM�.W]VLI\QWV��Q\[MTN �I�X]JTQK�JWLa�

8LI�*3-%�'SYRGMP�MR�FVMIJ
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around 
the

commonwealth

PRINCE GEORGE COUNTY: The Board of Supervisors 
came out of a closed meeting on July 10, and after hearing public 
comment, suddenly and without warning, announced it would add 
an agenda item to consider the $239,000 purchase of a piece of 
property. Without hearing comment from the public and without 
discussion, the board then approved the purchase.

SHENANDOAH COUNTY: Irked that “a tremendous 
amount of time” had been “wasted” by processing FOIA requests 
for records related to issues “that have transpired many years 
ago” and that are on the county’s website, Shenandoah County 
Supervisor Sharon Baroncelli joined a board colleague in asking 
for a detailed record of how many FOIA requests the county has 
processed this summer. 

STAFFORD COUNTY: When a local citizen asked the 
board of supervisors for various email related to the budget, he 
received an itemized breakdown of what his request would cost: 

$9.85/hour for two hours of the chair’s 
time to search; $72.12/hour for the 

half-hour the county attorney need-
ed; and $155/hour for eight hours 
of another supervisor’s time. 

The $155/hour 
presumably 
VI¾IGXIH�XLI�
rate of pay for 

the supervisor’s 
day job; he said he’d 

have to take a day off 
from work to comply 
with the request. The 

board soon revised its 
policy to limit charges to the rate of 

pay the supervisor receives as a supervisor. 
VIRGINIA BEACH: Almost lost in the excit-

ing news that the Sacramento Kings would consider moving the 
NBA franchise to Virginia Beach was this detail: the economic 
development authority had agreed -- largely in secret -- to pay 
a Dallas company up to $895,000 in contracts to woo the team. 
The authority has already spent $678,400, as detailed by the 
Virginian-Pilot. Even city council members were kept in the dark, or 
at least were unaware of the sums being spent by the authority. 
Maria Everett of the FOIA Council said that while it was OK for 
the authority to discuss terms of the contracts in private, the 
members should not have voted to approve them until they were 
in an open, public session.

YORK COUNTY: When the Daily Press asked for records of 
county employees’ overtime pay, York County intially balked, cit-
ing a FOIA Council opinion that said overtime records could be 
withheld. The chair of the board of supervisors quickly changed 
course, directing the county attorney to turn the records over, 
noting “the bottom line” was that citizens know the government 
is “upfront about the information.”

CHARLOTTESVILLE: Charlottesville’s director of commu-
nications stepped down from his job of six years soon after The 
Schilling Show broke a story -- largely based on records obtained 
by FOIA -- showing irregularities in how the city awarded con-
XVEGXW��%R�MRHITIRHIRX�MRZIWXMKEXSV�GSR½VQIH�XLEX�XLI�IQTPS]II�
had also intentionally deleted records sought under FOIA.

FRANKLIN COUNTY: Credit card receipts obtained via 
FOIA showed the superintendent of the Franklin County Schools  
spent $44 each for three cheesecakes, plus shipping, from the 
famous Carnegie Deli in New York City to show his staff how 
much he appreciated their work. His contract was not renewed.

HAMPTON: Trespassing charges against former delegate, 
and former Hampton City Council member, Tom Gear were 
dropped in late November. Gear was charged when he refused to 
leave the podium of a public meeting after his speaking time was 
YT�ERH�LI�GSRXMRYIH�XS�HIQERH�[LIR�XLI�QE]SV�½VWX�PIEVRIH�SJ�
a troubled undercover cigarette smuggling sting operation being 
run by the city police department.

HAMPTON: The Hampton city manager withheld 
a survey conducted by an outside attorney of the 
city’s police force to gauge leadership, morale 
and other matters. The city cited the per-
sonnel matters, attorney-client privilege 
and attorney work product exemptions.

LYNCHBURG: A board 
member of the Greater 
Lynchburg Transit 
'SQTER]�½PIH�E�
FOIA lawsuit against 
the board’s vice pres-
ident, claiming several 
HI½GMIRGMIW�MR�JSPPS[MRK�*3-% Ẃ�QIIXMRK�VI-
quirements. The suit resulted in a settlement where 
the board agreed to receive FOIA training. Lynchburg City 
Manager Kimball Payne later announced he would distribute 
copies of FOIA to all members of appointed boards.

NEWPORT NEWS: After the Daily Press reported that the 
Newport News mayor sought a compromise for his anti-gang ini-
tiative during the dinner hour between its work session and for-
mal meeting, the city’s attorney reminded the council that public 
business is not to be discussed during such informal gatherings.

PATRICK COUNTY: Former Attorney General Mary Sue 
8IVV]�½PIH�E�*3-%�PE[WYMX�EKEMRWX�4EXVMGO�'SYRX]�WGLSSPW��WE]MRK�
the responses she received to a request for credit card purchas-
es, supporting documentation, salaries, leases and rentals, and 
travel vouchers were “contradictory and non-compliant.” At a 
court hearing Sept. 10, the school superintendent said he would 
turn over more records, and a judge asked a retired teacher to 
monitor the school district’s compilation of additional records.

PORTSMOUTH: Rather than have a reporter from the 
Virginian-Pilot sit in on its meeting about the proposed budget, the 
4SVXWQSYXL�7GLSSP�&SEVH Ẃ�½RERGI�GSQQMXXII�GERGIPIH�MX�
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An general district court judge in 
)KKWUIK�Z]TML�QV�2IV]IZa������\PI\�\PM�
7VIVKWKS�\W_V�UIVIOMZ�I\\WZVMa¼[�MU�
XTWaUMV\�KWV\ZIK\�U][\�JM�ZMTMI[ML�QV�N]TT��
<WU�:WJQVM\\�ZMTMI[ML�WVTa�I�ZMLIK\ML�
KWXa�WN �\PM�KWV\ZIK\�\W�+PIZTM[�4IVLQ[�

:WJQVM\\�JTIKSML�W]\�PQ[�[QOVI\]ZM�
and the date on the contract and argued 
in court that the material, written in his 
personal handwriting, was exempt from 
LQ[KTW[]ZM�I[�XMZ[WVIT�QVNWZUI\QWV�

According to the ,MTUIZ^I�,IQTa�
<QUM[��2]LOM�/WZLWV�>QVKMV\�VW\ML�\PI\�
anyone who signs a check “exposes their 
[QOVI\]ZM�\W�\PM�_WZTL�º�.]Z\PMZUWZM��
¹XMWXTM�_PW�[MZ^M�QV�X]JTQK�TQNM�PI^M�\W�
[QOV�X]JTQK�LWK]UMV\[�º

>QVKMV\�I_IZLML�KW[\[�\W�4IVLQ[�IVL�
WZLMZML�:WJQVM\\�\W�XMZ[WVITTa�ZMQUJ]Z[M�
PQU�IXXZW`QUI\MTa�� ��

)�4W]LW]V�R]LOM�[IQL�\PM�*WIZL�WN �
-Y]ITQbI\QWV�LQL�VW\�^QWTI\M�\PM�.ZMMLWU�
WN �1VNWZUI\QWV�)K\�_PMV�Q\�I[SML�*M^MZTa�
*ZILNWZL�\W�TMI^M�\PM�ZWWU�IN\MZ�[VIXXQVO�
I�ÆI[P�XPW\WOZIXP�L]ZQVO�I�UMM\QVO��<PM�
R]LOM�LQL�VW\�JMTQM^M�*7-�UMUJMZ�;KW\\�
4Q\\VMZ¼[�IKKW]V\�WN �\PM�QVKQLMV\����PM�LM�
VQML�_ITSQVO�W^MZ�\W�*ZILNWZL�IVL�IVOZQTa�
LMUIVLQVO�[PM�[\WX�\ISQVO�XQK\]ZM[����J]\�
VWVM\PMTM[[�Z]TML�Q\�_I[�73�\PI\�[PM�JM�
I[SML�\W�[\WX�JMKI][M�\PM�*7-�PIL�QV\MZ�
VIT�Z]TM[�JIVVQVO�ÆI[P�XPW\WOZIXPa�

<PM��\P�=�;��+QZK]Q\�+W]Z\�WN �

)XXMIT[�Z]TML�2]VM����\PI\�\PM�6WZNWTS�

voter registrar violated the federal Voter 

:MOQ[\ZI\QWV�)K\�Ja�ZMN][QVO�\W�ZMTMI[M�

rejected voter application records to the 

TheYear
in FOIA
Litigation

VWV�XZWÅ\�organization Project 
>W\M�>W\QVO�NWZ�)UMZQKI�1VK�

>+7/�RWQVML�\PM�:MXWZ\MZ[�
Committee for Freedom of  the 
Press and several media outlets in 
ÅTQVO�I�NZQMVL�WN �\PM�KW]Z\�JZQMN �QV�
[]XXWZ\�WN �\PM�TW_MZ�KW]Z\�Z]TQVO�

<PM�>QZOQVQI�;]XZMUM�+W]Z\�
Z]TML�WV�2]VM���\PI\�\PM�M`KPIVOM�
WN �P]VLZML[�WN �MUIQT�UM[[IOM[�Ja�
UMUJMZ[�WN �\PM�.IQZNI`�+W]V\a�
8]JTQK�;KPWWT�*WIZL�QV�\PM�Z]V�]X�
to their decision to close a local 

MTMUMV\IZa�[KPWWT�LQL�VW\�^QWTI\M�.71)¼[�
WXMV�UMM\QVO�ZMY]QZMUMV\[�

<PM�XTIQV\QNN[����I�OZW]X�WN �KWV�
KMZVML�XIZMV\[�IVL�ZM[QLMV\[����_IV\ML�
\PM�[KPWWT�KTW[QVO�LMKQ[QWV�W^MZ\]ZVML�
and so sought to prove that the exchange 
of  email within a short period of  time 
and within hours of  the decisional 
UMM\QVO�_I[�UWZM�TQSM�I�UMM\QVO����PMTL�
_Q\PW]\�VW\QKM����\PIV�Q\�_I[�\PM�M`KPIVOM�
WN �TM\\MZ[�

<PM�;]XZMUM�+W]Z\�]VIVQUW][Ta�
rejected that suggestion and instead 
ZMINÅZUML�Q\[������Z]TQVO�QV�*MKS� �̂�;PMT\WV 
\PI\�\PM�][M�WN �MUIQT�LWM[V¼\�JMKWUM�I�
UMM\QVO�]VTM[[�\PZMM�WZ�UWZM�UMUJMZ[�WN �
\PM�JWIZL�IZM�QV^WT^ML�QV�I�[QU]T\IVMW][�
M`KPIVOM�

)�R]LOM�QV�/QTM[�+W]V\a�Z]TML�WV�
the last day of  August that the Town of  
/TMV�4aV�IVL�Q\[�\W_V�UIVIOMZ�_QTTN]TTa�
withheld records from a citizens group 
_PW�ZMY]M[\ML�\PMU�]VLMZ�.71)��)VL�QV�
I�UW^M�ZIZMTa�[MMV�QV�.71)�KW]Z\�KI[M[�QV�
>QZOQVQI��\PM�R]LOM�QUXW[ML�I��������ÅVM�
WV�\PM�\W_V��_PQKP�Q[�\W�JM�XIQL�QV\W�\PM�
;\I\M�4Q\MZIZa�.]VL�

According to <PM�:WIVWSM�<QUM[, a 
citizens group asked to inspect records in 
���!�IVL�[XMKQÅKITTa�I[SML�NWZ�I�[XMKQÅK�
TMI[M�IOZMMUMV\��<PM�KQ\QbMV[�_MZM�\WTL�Q\�
LQL�VW\�M`Q[\��1V�������\PM�OZW]X�TMIZVML�
\PI\�\PM�TMI[M�LQL�QV�NIK\�M`Q[\�J]\�_I[�VW\�
LQ[KTW[ML�

The group sued to recoup the 
UWVMa�Q\�XIQL�\W�ZM^QM_�\PM�ZMKWZL[��<PM�
town argued that the group should have 
sued within two years of  the 2009 review, 
_PQTM�\PM�XTIQV\QNN[�[IQL�\PMa�KW]TLV¼\�PI^M�

sued until this year, which is when they 
TMIZVML�WN �\PM�TMI[M¼[�M`Q[\MVKM�

The judge sided with the plaintiffs, 
ZMRMK\QVO�\PM�\W_V¼[�\M[\QUWVa�I\�\ZQIT�\PI\�
the lease did not in fact exist until this 
aMIZ�

<PM�\W_V�Q[�IXXMITQVO�\PM�Z]TQVO�

The emails of  Michael Mann, the 
NWZUMZ�=>I�XZWNM[[WZ��VW_�I\�8MVV�;\I\M�
=VQ^MZ[Q\a��IVL�I]\PWZ�WN �\PM�[W��KITTML�
PWKSMa�[\QKS�OZIXP�LMXQK\QVO�ZMKMV\�
KPIVOM[�QV�\PM�MIZ\P¼[�KTQUI\M��LW�VW\�
PI^M�\W�JM�ZMTMI[ML�QV�ZM[XWV[M�\W�I�.71)�
ZMY]M[\�JMKI][M�\PMa�IZM�M`MUX\�I[�ZM�
[MIZKP�ZMKWZL[��[IQL�8ZQVKM�?QTTQIU�2]LOM�
8I]T�;PMZQLIV�WV�;MX\�����

The exemption for such records has 
IT_Ia[�JMMV�\PMZM��IVL�aM\����NWZ�ZMI[WV[�
aM\�]VSVW_V����=>I�LQL�VW\�I[[MZ\�\PM�
M`MUX\QWV�_PMV�Q\�ÅZ[\�ZMKMQ^ML�)<1¼[�
ZMY]M[\�QV�2IV]IZa�������IVL�Q\�[\QTT�PILV¼\�
six months later when it went to court to 
JZWSMZ�I�LMIT�\W�TM\�)<1����J]\�VW\�W\PMZ[�
���[MM�\PM�ZMKWZL[�

<PM�R]LOM�LQL�VW\�JITIVKM�\PM�
interests of  academic freedom versus the 
X]JTQK¼[�ZQOP\�\W�SVW_��I[�UIVa�QV�\PM�
[KQMV\QÅK�KWUU]VQ\a�_W]TL�PI^M�TQSML�

)�4W]LW]V�+W]V\a�LQ[\ZQK\�R]LOM�
OI^M�\PM�OW^MZVUMV\�\PM�JMVMÅ\�WN �
\PM�LW]J\�QV�I�.71)�LQ[X]\M�_PMV�PM�
Z]TML�Q\�_I[�73�NWZ�4W]LW]V�*WIZL�WN �
;]XMZ^Q[WZ[�+PIQZ�;KW\\�AWZS�\W�_Q\PPWTL�
records related to complaints that his 
NMTTW_�JWIZL�UMUJMZ��-]OMVM�,MT�
gaudio, improperly used a county aide 
NWZ�KIUXIQOV�_WZS�

+W]V\a�)\\WZVMa�2IKS�:WJMZ\[�
argued that York could withhold the 
ZMKWZL[�JMKI][M�\PMZM�Q[�IV�WVOWQVO�
QV^M[\QOI\QWV�QV\W�,MTOI]LQW¼[�KWVL]K\��
*]\�\PM�XTIQV\QNN[��4Qb�IVL�;\M^MV[�5QTTMZ��
[IQL�\PI\�_PMV�\PMa�WZOQVITTa�ZMY]M[\ML�
the records, the investigation had not yet 
JMMV�TI]VKPML��1V[\MIL��\PMQZ�ZMY]M[\�
_I[�[QUXTa�QOVWZML��.71)�[Ia[�I�NIQT]ZM�
\W�ZM[XWVL�_Q\PQV�Å^M�_WZSQVO�LIa[�Q[�I�
^QWTI\QWV�WN �\PM�[\I\]\M�

2]LOM�,MIV�?WZKM[\MZ�VWVM\PMTM[[�
Z]TML�\PI\�JMKI][M�\PM�LWK]UMV\[�IZM�
M`MUX\�NZWU�LQ[KTW[]ZM�VW_��AWZS¼[�NIQT]ZM�
\W�ZM[XWVL�\PMV�_I[�M`K][ML�
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>QZOQVQI�+WITQ\QWV�NWZ�7XMV�/W^MZVUMV\
8�7��*W`�����
?QTTQIU[J]ZO�>)����� �

Presort
1RQSURÀW�RUJ�
8�6��3RVWDJH
3�$�,�'

:LOOLDPVEXUJ��9D�
3HUPLW�1R�����

Peter Broadbent, Partner at Christian 
& Barton

Clyde Christofferson, Partner at 
Whitham, Curtis, Christofferson & Cook

Butch Davies, Partner at Davies, Barrell, 
Will, Lewellyn & Edwards

Phyllis Errico, General Counsel at the 
Virginia Association of Counties

Chaz Evans-Haywood, Rockingham 
County Clerk of Circuit Court

Paul Fletcher, Publisher and Editor in 
Chief of Virginia Lawyers Weekly

Ernie Gates, Stars & Stripes ombudsman

Chris Gatewood,  Threshold Counsel

Gary Grant, retired teacher, reporter and 
TYFPMG�SJ½GMEP�MR�)EVP]WZMPPI

Lawrence Hincker, Associate Vice Presi-
dent for University Relations at  Virginia Tech

1EFIP�;EWLMRKXSR�.IROMRW, Clerk 
to the Newport News City Council

Quentin Kidd, Director of the Wason 
Center for Public Policy at Christopher 
Newport University

Kandise Lucas, activist for education in 
Richmond

Eileen McAfee, activist in Richmond

Ryan Nobles, NBC12-TV anchor/reporter

Ryan Parkhurst, Assistant Professor at 
James Madison University School of Media 
Arts & Design

Rebecca Quinn, activist in Charlottesville

Elizabeth Schultz, Fairfax County School 
Board Member

Christian Trejbal, The Roanoke Times 
editorial writer

Anita Vannucci, Records and Information 
Analyst at the Library of Virginia

Chris Whyte, Principal at The Vectre 
Corporation

:'3+´W�'SEPMXMSR�4EVXRIVW�%HZMWSV]�4ERIP
 — A newly created board of VCOG supporters that advises the Executive Director, who reports to the VCOG Board of Directors


